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TO THE STUDENTS

students have written to me asking what part they can take
in helping this movement. It is a surprise to me that students
are obliged to ask this question. The field is so vast and near
you that you need not ask the question as to what you may do
and what you may not.  It is not a political question. It may
become one, but for you and me, for the time being, it is not
connected with politics. My life is ^governed by religion. I have
said that even my politics are derived from my religion. I never
lost sight of the principle that governs my life when I began
dabbling in politics. As this is a humanitarian campaign, stu-
dents must devote a part of their spare time, if not the whole,
to the service of the thousands of Harijans. By giving me this
magnificent purse you have certainly equalled the brightest
records of students' meetings which I have addressed in my
many peregrinations throughout the length and breadth of
India. But I want much more from you. I have found that, if I
get many helpers who can give their spare time, much work
can be done. This work cannot be done by hired labour. With
hired labour we cannot go to Harijan quarters and sweep their
roads, enter their houses and wash their children. I have des-
cribed in the columns of the Harijan what students can do. A
Harijan teacher has shown what a herculean task it is for him
to tackle. Even wild children are better than Harijan children.
Wild children are not sunk in utter degradation, as the Harijan
children are, nor do they live in such filthy surroundings. This
problem cannot be tackled by hired labour. No amount of
money can enable me to do this. It must be your prerogative. It
is an acid test of the education received by you in schools and
colleges. Your worth will not be measured by your ability to
make faultless English speeches. Your worth will be measured
by the service you render to the poor and not by Government
posts worth Rs. 60 or Rs. 600 that you may have got, I wish
you would do this work in the spirit I suggest. I have not met
a single student who has said that he cannot spare one hour
per day, If you write your diary from day to day, you will find
that you waste many a precious hour in the 365 days of the
yeac. If you want to turn your education to good account, you
will turn your attention to this work while this hurricane cam-
paign lasts. Erstwhile students are serving Harijans within a,
radius of 5 miles round about Wardha, They are doing good